
 

 
Election Initiative 2023 Questions for City Council Candidates 

Please submit your responses to the Chamber’s Advocacy Director, Christopher Emge, at 
cemge@chamberbloomington.org by Friday, February 24th, 2023. 

 

Sue  Sgambelluri 
Bloomington Common Council – District 2 

 
 

1. If elected, what are your top 3 priorities as a City Council member? (200 words) 
 

ENCOURAGE ECONOMIC GROWTH AND VITALITY 
 

Bloomington's long term resilience depends heavily on our economic vitality.   City government has an obligation 
to explore and pursue strategies that attract new jobs and support local employers.  We must realize the vision of 
Bloomington's Trades District as it promotes innovation and job creation.  We must also maximize the potential of 
the Monroe County Convention Center as an expanded hub for tourism, arts, and civic activity.  As a member of 
Bloomington's Redevelopment Commission and now as a member of Council, I've been able to contribute directly 
to important projects like these. 

 
SUPPORT OUR MOST VULNERABLE NEIGHBORS 

 
Too many in Bloomington face poverty, homelessness, food insecurity, addiction or other issues that keep them 
from enjoying the quality of life that we all seek.  We have a powerful network of social service agencies in 
Bloomington, and we owe them our support.   

 
STRENGTHEN OUR NEIGHBORHOODS 

 
Councilmembers make critical decisions that impact zoning, infrastructure, parking, new development, public 
transit and many other issues.  And every day, those decisions shape the quality of life in our neighborhoods.  As a 
Councilmember, I proactively seek constituent input and I advocate for resources that will enhance neighborhoods 
in District 2. 

 
 

2. What concerns do you have about the business community and economic development in 
Bloomington? (125 words) 

 
PUBLIC SAFETY - Public safety is one of the most critical functions of local government and it is foundational.  Our ability to 
promote economic development and to attract and retain new businesses (and the workforce needed) depends on our 
quality of life, and that in turn depends on the degree of safety our residents feel.  Increases in crime have placed a 
significant burden on local businesses that must now invest in security systems, cleaning services, and other tools, and then 
pass those costs on to consumers. 
 
HOUSING – Limited housing stock, rapidly rising housing prices, and stagnant wages are barriers to economic development 
because they too limit our ability to attract and retain a qualified workforce. 
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3. What solutions would you propose to address these concerns? Specifically, what would you do to 
promote a positive business climate? (125 words) 

 
PUBLIC SAFETY – Continued investments in public safety are critical.  Planned pay increases, financial incentives, take home 
cars, and housing assistance have the potential not only to assist with retention of current officers, but to increase the 
number and quality of candidates in our pool. 
 
HOUSING – Overall we need to (1) strengthen incentives for developers to include affordable units in residential projects 
and (2) pursue partnerships with developers specializing in affordable housing, as we did for the Retreat at Switchyard and 
B-Line Heights.   I support the buildout of the new Hopewell Neighborhood to increase housing stock and add more 
affordable units in the desirable downtown.  Similarly the Trinitas development on West 17th  represents another 
opportunity to develop more workforce housing. 
 
 

4. What do you think is our community’s biggest opportunity? What is its biggest threat? (125 words) 
 

THREAT – As outlined above, the shortage of affordable housing  threatens the quality of life we seek and the diversity and 
equity that we value, and also represents challenges for all employers seeking to recruit and retain a workforce 
 
OPPORTUNITIES – As suggested above, we have multiple opportunities and avenues to respond to issues around housing 
and public safety.  That said, I believe our community’s greatest single large-scale opportunity lies in an expanded and 
reimagined Convention Center.  We have a solid reputation as a regional destination for small meetings and conferences, 
but substantial data now suggest that we are missing out on many larger opportunities to attract mid-size conferences and 
events – and the associated revenue they would bring to our community. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


