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1. If elected, what are your top 3 priorities as a City Council member? (200 words) 
 
A. EXPAND TRANSIT. This includes extending transit outside the city to at least Daniels Way. I authored 
Resolution 22-16 recommending exactly this improvement, which passed the Council unanimously  last 
September. I also believe that CRED money should fund a downtown trolley to circulate between 
parking garages and destinations, and will be proposing just such an improvement in the coming 
months. Transit makes more housing more affordable. 
B. MORE HOUSING FOR EVERY INCOME LEVEL. We need market-rate housing. We need workforce 
housing. We need affordable housing. We need housing for the unhoused. We need condominium 
housing. The proportion of land in the city devoted to types other than single-family housing needs to 
increase. The Council needs to proactively pursue this outcome. 
C. PARKING REFORM. Some blocks in the meter zone need to be cheaper; no one is using them. Some 
blocks need to be more expensive; too many people are demanding them. The same is true for 
neighborhood zones. We need to introduce differential pricing to both types of parking. We also need to 
establish policies to guarantee that net revenues from parking go to transit or neighborhoods, and to 
require fiscal justification for the construction of new parking garages.  
 
 
2. What concerns do you have about the business community and economic development 
in Bloomington? (125 words) 
 
My number-one concern is housing. As Catalent sought a $30 million tax abatement, they admitted that 
48 percent of their then-current workforce lived outside Monroe County. Almost half of that abatement 
was going to the benefit of other counties, as people who work in Monroe County pay taxes in other 
counties. Catalent expected that proportion to remain the same with their new hires. Cook is building 
housing outside the county. For these reasons alone, it's incumbent upon us to recognize that the 
community is growing. New housing must be built to accommodate new residents. 
 
 
3. What solutions would you propose to address these concerns? Specifically, what would you do 
to promote a positive business climate? (125 words) 
 
I would offer density bonuses for transit-oriented development, and would move to have BT 
accommodate such development. I would also increase the height limit in the downtown area to at least 
match the height of the tallest building in town (Eigenmann Hall). Had this been possible 20 years ago, 
we might have gotten a more elegant large building with a smaller footprint like the 9-story Graham 
Plaza, and not monolithic megablock buildings like Smallwood.  
 
 
4. What do you think is our community’s biggest opportunity? What is its biggest threat? (125 words) 
 
Our biggest threat is housing unaffordability. We need more housing, of every level, all across town. Our 
biggest opportunity is transit, transit, transit. We need more transit all across town. These issues are 
related: transit can open up a bigger swath of housing to be more affordable by reducing the need for 
an automobile. We're on the cusp of transit being more practical with the first Bus Rapid Transit line 



coming soon. We need to expand on it, and we can if we invest in it: the Federal Transit Administration 
matches local dollars by 3 or 4 to 1. 
 


