
Election Initiative 2023
Questions for City Council Candidates

Please submit your responses to the Chamber’s Advocacy Director, Christopher Emge, at

cemge@chamberbloomington.org by Friday, February 24th, 2023.

1. If elected, what are your top 3 priorities as a City Council member? (200 words)

Housing - In order to support our burgeoning business community, along with Indiana University, we
must address the lack of housing inventory. Bloomington is a great place to live, work, and play, yet it
has become too unaffordable for those who wish to both live and work within city limits.

Climate - As Bloomington becomes home to those who may be fleeing a climate catastrophe, we must
work on protecting our community from those same effects. We must be on the forefront, and
leading the state and country in innovative ideas to protect our planet. Supporting an adequate public
transit system, along with alternative modes of transportation (bikes, scooters, etc.), are all important.
So is supporting a community wide solar program, and looking at other forms of renewable energy to
protect our environment are imperative.

Public Safety - Criminal Justice Reform must continue, and we must look for new ways to solve issues
in our community, including new ways of policing. This includes hiring additional social workers,



providing mental health and addiction counseling at our county jail, and having safe facilities to do so.

2. What concerns do you have about the business community and economic development in
Bloomington? (125 words)

Lafayette and West Lafayette were able to work alongside Purdue University to create a thriving
business community that utilizes the talents of Purdue students. Bloomington should continue to be a
great place for start-ups, the tech industry, and the pharmaceutical industry, and the talent for all of
this should be coming from IU. We must retain our students to grow our industries, and create the
industries of the future. These businesses should be high paying, living wage jobs that are easy to get
to through any means of transportation, and should be close to where a person lives. We must
address the unaffordability of housing within the community in order to have a thriving business
sector.

3. What solutions would you propose to address these concerns? Specifically, what would you do to
promote a positive business climate? (125 words)

I would work hand-in-hand with IU administration to ensure they have a pipeline for students to be
retained within Bloomington after their graduation, or their post-grad graduation. We also must
work on being a welcoming place to the BIPOC community, and providing greater opportunities
for them along with the LGBTQ+ community. Ensuring there aren’t policies hindering the
development of housing, whether through a cumbersome permitting process, or inadequate
zoning is a key to retaining and growing our workforce. I would also ensure that there are
adequate transportation options, and encourage transit oriented development to allow easier
access to job opportunities.

4. What do you think is our community’s biggest opportunity? What is its biggest threat? (125 words)



Bloomington has many lofty goals. From the new Hopewell neighborhood, to Bloomington’s tech park,
we have many opportunities to expand on and ensure our assets to the community for years to come.
We must continue to promote Bloomington as the place to do business, whether on a local or global
scale and provide the infrastructure to do so. The biggest threat to this is those in our local
government who cannot come to a consensus on how to best move our community forward. We
cannot stay stagnant and expect great outcomes. We must find a way to work together in order to
create the best Bloomington possible for those who we serve as elected officials.


