
 

Election Initiative 2023 
Questions for City Council Candidates 

 
Please submit your responses to the Chamber’s Advocacy Director, Christopher Emge, at 
cemge@chamberbloomington.org by Friday, February 24th, 2023.  
 

1. If elected, what are your top 3 priorities as a City Council member? (200 words)  
My top 3 priorities are:  
1. Managing Growth: I have had concerns about annexation and developers overbuilding in our community. 

Does our city service capacity match the new Annexation areas need? I don’t think so. I want to better 
understand how many more police and fire department staff are needed to cover the additional ground and 
respond to emergencies.  Right now we aren’t prepared for large geographic growth. 

2. Public Safety: I advocated and voted for an increase in Bloomington Police Department salaries to 
competitive levels in an effort to keep trained officers longer in our community, and for added salary 
benefits for Fire Department staff thereby enhancing public safety.  Additionally, I will continue to support 
services for the unhoused, mentally ill or persons with substance use disorder as it is also an important 
component of public safety in our community.   

3. Optimizing Our Use of Tax Dollars: The function of a City Council is fiduciary in nature meaning that City 
Council reviews and votes on expenditures of city tax dollars.  Generally, that is done through the budget 
process in late August into September. This one-time per year intensive review seems inadequate for the 
importance of the total expenditures. Consequently, I will work to review segments of the budget over the 
year to better understand where the budget has needs, and where the budget may be modified to allocate 
more funds to essential service needs such as trash pickup, sidewalk maintenance and pothole repair.  
   

2. What concerns do you have about the business community and economic development in Bloomington? (125 words)  
I am concerned that we all seem to be focused on assisting high tech opportunities because they are higher paying. That 
is understandable, but we seem to forget we also need jobs that non-professionals or non-degreed regular people can 
be ready for and provide for their families especially considering the high cost of rents and home prices.  Heck, my 
father was a steel worker. We need to help everyone get a leg up.   
 
3. What solutions would you propose to address these concerns? Specifically, what would you do to promote a positive 
business climate? (125 words)  
Economic activity in Bloomington is robust and has some really energizing opportunities to assist in creating new 
businesses. Two great examples are the One World Enterprises Kitchen Share program, “a 24/7 rental kitchen designed 
to offer new and experienced food businesses a commercial kitchen without the cost and effort of creating your 
own”.  And also the Trades District Technology Center where the city has transformed part of the “historic Dimension 
Mill building into The Mill, a business incubator and co-working space” in an effort to “expand Bloomington’s economy, 
attract cutting-edge companies, and create high-paying jobs”.  The city should encourage economic activities that help 
people develop skill-based and technology-based opportunities to address different community and individual needs.  
The city needs to assist the full spectrum of needs.. 
 
4. What do you think is our community’s biggest opportunity? What is its biggest threat? (125 words)  
Good question. I see our community’s biggest opportunity as a “tourism destination” for different kinds of tourism. We 
have many, many attributes including a vibrant city, a vibrant local economy, Indiana University, the natural beauty of 
the area, and a retirement destination.  We need to focus on tourism so we design our community to be accessible to 
everyone. I feel our biggest threat is that we forget to manage our growth in a responsible manner.  I’m not against 



growth, but we already seem to have exceeded our capacities in key areas. Look at housing supply and traffic 
congestion. There has been too much growth in too short a time. We are rapidly losing the remaining character of our 
city in a chase for economic success.  The city needs to do a better job of managing growth. That’s one of the reasons I 
spoke out against the size of the Kmart development. Too many units. 
 


