
1. If elected, what are your top 3 priorities as a City Council member? (200 words)

Making housing attainable for all Bloomington residents is a top priority. We need to affirm the
importance of housing diversity, and ensure there are options other than luxury apartments or
single family homes. I believe this can be done while still preserving our historic neighborhoods.

There are as many causes for homelessness as there are unhoused people. There is no easy
answer. We can start by increasing funding to recovery and treatment facilities and wraparound
services. I support any policy that uses proven, evidence based approaches and treating the
unhoused population with dignity and respect.

Bloomington is a leader in LGBTQ+ rights in a state that is waging war on our community. We
need representation on City Council. We need the perspective of someone who has lived
experience and is part of the LGBTQ+ community, and is an advocate for its members,
especially gay and trans kids who are most vulnerable to these attacks. Reestablishing a youth
center and all ages music venue will not only provide a safe space for our youth, but will provide
them a social support network, that they may not otherwise be getting.

2. What concerns do you have about the business community and economic development in
Bloomington? (125 words)

There are a few big employers in the area and a lot of attention is given to them. They deserve
attention, and we need to make sure their contribution to the community is acknowledged.
There has to be a balance between courting big businesses and helping small community
owned businesses. We should make it easier for small businesses to expand, and new
businesses to overcome some of the barriers of entry they are faced with.

3. What solutions would you propose to address these concerns? Specifically, what would you
do to promote a positive business climate? (125 words)

One solution is simply to acknowledge the concerns of small businesses. I’ve heard from
multiple small local business owners that their concerns are often ignored, or put on the back
burner while the problems of larger businesses are addressed. We could also look at loosening
zoning restrictions, especially for small businesses like cafes or small convenience stores near
or within neighborhoods, to not only promote local small business, but also to create more
walkable, liveable neighborhoods.

4. What do you think is our community’s biggest opportunity? What is its biggest threat? (125
words)

They are one in the same. We have a huge population of young professionals looking for work.
After graduation many students leave town because there just aren’t many options for them.



Again, making it easier for local start ups could help us retain some of the IU grads that would
otherwise leave town.


