
 

Please submit your responses to the Chamber’s Advocacy Director, Christopher Emge, at 

cemge@chamberbloomington.org by Friday, February 24th, 2023.  

1. If elected, what are your top 3 priorities as a City Council member? (200 words)  

Our city needs fresh insights into and persistent focus on local issues and opportunities such as: 

* Affordable Housing and Homelessness 

* Public Safety/Public Health Issues 

* Sustainable Public Infrastructure - Roads, Sidewalks, Bike Lanes, Water, and Sewer  

2. What concerns do you have about the business community and economic development in 

Bloomington? (125 words)  

Since housing competition and costs are high the issue of a living wage is a challenge.  While our public 

schools are strongly supported by the community, as are our vibrant parks and trail systems, our 

healthcare system is suffering from a severe lack of providers. In terms of local economic development, 

the availability of housing for employees as well as home affordability is a detriment to attracting the 

human capital talents we need in our manufacturing and professional occupations.  These are our 

challenges.      

3. What solutions would you propose to address these concerns? Specifically, what would you do to 

promote a positive business climate? (125 words) 

Beyond, the typical tax incentives that promote a positive business environment, in Bloomington, we 

need to develop our local talent in the trades and retain the talents of Indiana University in high-need 

fields, such as healthcare, cybersecurity, information technology, etc.  Our local schools are doing this 

now and have avoided the severe teacher shortages other systems encounter. Creating strong 

partnerships with IU and others could provide the critical human infrastructure needed to fuel economic 

development.  Additionally, due to the influx of downtown housing, creating pathways for single-family 

rentals to become family homes is intriguing. Ultimately, we need to leverage the strengths of our 

community collaboratively to build a framework for economic development.   

 4. What do you think is our community’s biggest opportunity? What is its biggest threat? (125 words) 



Our biggest challenges are affordable housing, a living wage, and access to healthcare services. Our 

biggest opportunity is that people want to come here to live and work.  Bloomington has a reputation as 

a strong, vibrant community with a beautiful campus, a good public school system, and a wonderful 

surround of national forests.  Investors and developers will appreciate this, but we need to ensure we 

are building infrastructure that supports and attracts investment.    

For more information please visit:   

Jennyforbloomington.com or contact me at jenny@jennyforbloomington.com  


