
Jeff Ellington, Republican Candidate for Indiana State House District 62 
Responses to questions from the Greater Bloomington Chamber of Commerce 

For the June 2, 2020 Primary Election 

1. The COVID-19 pandemic will have a significant impact on the state budget. What will 
guide your decisions in the state legislature as you face decisions about budgetary cuts 
in the next legislative session? 

Fortunately, revenues coming in at the end of February were higher than anticipated, meaning 
the fiscal conservatism we previously exercised will come in handy. We have already started 
using some of the surplus to speed payments to hospitals and other providers. But the main 
guideposts of my decisions will be the health, security and economic well-being of Hoosiers. We 
may have to prioritize health, economic and educational spending as never before, in terms of 
the general two-year budget. 

 

2. Many local businesses are struggling in the wake of the COVID-19 pandemic. What 
state financial assistance or other actions would you support in the coming months to 
aid economic recovery? 

I have already been taking calls from small businesses about the crisis, and my office has been 
guiding them to state programs and departments they can use now. I have also been 
coordinating with federal offices if my constituents have questions about the new small-business 
loans. But I can only recommend what we have in the state toolbox. I believe we should 
immediately begin study of passing new, temporary programs to help Indiana small businesses. 
Universities, schools and major businesses will not have the same challenges of reopening that 
small businesses have. It will truly be the most challenging aspect of the U.S. reopening. But the 
economic foundations of Indiana and the United States were the best ever, in the weeks before 
the coronavirus hit. 

  

3. Other than the current crisis, what will be your top 3 priorities in the state legislature? 

My focus has been and will continue to be three things. One, jobs. We need to keep attracting 
major employers to the state, and we need to grow and retain current employers. Education is 
another priority, and I have worked to retain good Indiana teachers. Finally, infrastructure. 
Interstate 69 and Major Moves were huge benefits to my district of Greene, Monroe, Martin and 
Daviess counties. I believe the federal government will likely pass a major roads bill soon to 
finally help states patch up some broken roads and bridges, and we need to add additional 
Hoosier roads and bridges to the list. 

 


