Chamber of Commerce Questions - Matt Flaherty Responses

1. If elected, what are your top 3 priorities as a City Council member? (200 words)

My top three priorities as a City Council representative are:

(1) Racial and social equity. | believe the council must advance policies in our built environment,
economic, and public safety systems to increase racial, social, economic, and intergenerational justice.
We need to prioritize the long-term sustainability and livability of our community with an equity lens as
the center to ensure everyone belongs in Bloomington.

(2) Climate action and resilience. | believe the city should continue to bring bold leadership on local
climate change issues—working to reduce climate pollution and build community resilience to climate
impacts; advancing housing affordability and low-carbon, efficient homes; and building a more
sustainable and accessible transportation system to help achieve our goals of net-zero greenhouse gas
emissions by 2050.

(3) Inclusive city government. | will continue to work on making city government more accessible and
inclusive by updating and improving council processes (most recently via a council Special Committee on
Council Processes, which | chair), including working to deepen collaboration between City and County
government and between the City Council and Mayor’s Administration. | will also work to enhance
deliberative engagement to co-produce policy solutions, and reform/improve boards and commissions
to better support resident involvement.

2. What concerns do you have about the business community and economic development in
Bloomington? (125 words)

I’'m concerned about overreliance on a small number of large employers to support Bloomington’s local
economy. I’'m also concerned, at times, about a lack of productive collaboration between various units
of government and local businesses and business associations, as well as our ability to ensure quality
wages and enhance sustainable business practices. Finally, I’'m concerned that the lack of available
housing and the cost of living in Bloomington are inhibiting healthy economic growth.

3. What solutions would you propose to address these concerns? Specifically, what would you do to
promote a positive business climate? (125 words)

| believe the City needs to continue working on creative opportunities to support a diverse and
sustainable local economy, encouraging entrepreneurship, quality wages, and sustainable business



practices across social, economic, and environmental dimensions. | believe achieving these shared goals
requires active public and governmental support as well as collaboration between city government and
the Chamber of Commerce, Bloomington Economic Development Association, and other businesses and
business organizations. I'm encouraged by recent efforts like the BEDC’s Economic Vitality Project and
hope our community can continue building on these efforts to jointly tackle our community’s most
pressing challenges. Finally, | believe it’s the City’s responsibility to work diligently to increase and
diversify our housing supply, especially affordable and workforce housing.

4. What do you think is our community’s biggest opportunity? What is its biggest threat? (125 words)

| see the worsening climate crisis—which plays out primarily at the local level in both its causes and its
impacts—as the defining challenge of our time, threatening Bloomington’s health and prosperity.
Tackling this crisis requires significant local action across all sectors. Bloomington is well positioned to
lead, harnessing this challenge as an opportunity for positive transformation. Importantly, achieving our
climate goals also reduces inequities, improves quality of life, supports economic health, and makes our
community safer and healthier. For instance, prioritizing safe, sustainable, and accessible transportation
options not only reduces emissions and increases resilience, but also improves health and equity.
Prioritizing housing affordability in walkable and transit-oriented areas lowers pollution and GHG
emissions, while also creating social and economic vibrancy and decreasing household transportation
costs.



