
Election Initiative 2023
Questions for City Council Candidates

Please submit your responses to the Chamber’s Advocacy Director, Christopher Emge, at

cemge@chamberbloomington.org by Friday, February 24th, 2023.

1. If elected, what are your top 3 priorities as a City Council member? (200 words)

My top three priorities are improving housing affordability, increasing transportation efficiency and
safety, and protecting our environment. I will do this by allowing for the construction of all types of
housing such as workforce and affordable housing as well as market rate housing at levels equal to or
greater than increases in demand for housing. I will also increase the frequency and efficiency of our
public transportation so people do not have to plan their days around catching the bus. I will also take
steps to protect cyclists and pedestrians by ensuring our sidewalks are raised, adequately connect all
parts of our city, go above and beyond ADA compliance, and invest in protected bike lanes so cyclists
can be safer from cars. And finally, I will incentivize landscaping practices that will improve our local
ecosystem and make it more resilient in addition to lowering our carbon footprint alongside
encouraging solar installation.

2. What concerns do you have about the business community and economic development in



Bloomington? (125 words)

I want to make sure Bloomington is able to attract a diverse group of good paying jobs. It is very easy
to become a service oriented economy when hundreds of millions of dollars are coming into
Bloomington as a result of tourism, but we need to have balance in our economy. Having diversity in
our economy will help us weather any uncertainty or unexpected events like the COVID-19 pandemic
and come out in an even stronger position than we entered.

3. What solutions would you propose to address these concerns? Specifically, what would you do to
promote a positive business climate? (125 words)

I would encourage investment in our city’s infrastructure from transportation and fiber optic internet
to housing and climate resiliency so businesses can be confident we can meet all of their infrastructure
needs if they move here. I will also consider offering tax breaks to companies who move here with
special consideration to those who promise to create hundreds of good paying jobs as well as invest in
infrastructure of their own that will have spillover effects on the rest of the city. Additionally, I would
encourage the city to host job fairs with local employers to help local businesses find new talent and
have an open dialogue with Indiana University to help local businesses secure spots at career fairs and
other ways to come into contact with potential employees.



4. What do you think is our community’s biggest opportunity? What is its biggest threat? (125 words)

Our community’s biggest opportunity is capitalizing on the talent of the 45,000 university students
already located in Bloomington, many of whom will end up graduating with in demand degrees. Much
of Indiana is struggling with attracting enough talent and/or educating their citizens enough to meet
the needs of today’s businesses while Bloomington is home to the solution to that problem. This can
make Bloomington an attractive location for businesses due to the close proximity to a highly
educated population. Our biggest threat, however, is rising housing and rent costs. Rising rent costs
make it far more expensive for businesses to locate in Bloomington and it makes it harder for small
businesses to begin operating here. Rising housing costs also risk turning Bloomington’s biggest
opportunity into its biggest threat, as our students leave en masse for more affordable cities.


