JUDITH A. SHARP
MONROE COUNTY ASSESSOR

Monroe County Courthouse - Room 104
Bloomington, Indiana 47404
Phone (812) 349-2502 Fax (812) 349-2898

February 13, 2026

in the last few years, my office has heard from taxpayers directly impacted by the
unhoused, citing issues that they face each day. We do understand the hardships directly
affecting the business community. In the last couple of years, the Property Tax Assessment
Board of Appeals (PTABOA) has given relief to those who have appealed. Through our
communications with these business owners, we now realize that there is a larger issue
that needs to be addressed.

I am a mass appraiser, not a fee appraiser. In the Assessing community, we adjust
assessments yearly based on sales data, and we have seen land sales in this area that
warranted increased assessments. Land values more than doubled in this areain 2025.
Those who felt that their overall assessment was incorrect went through the appeal
process, where we were able to consider issues that don’t show up in mass appraisal.
Through this process, we were able to better see the relationship between the health of the
businesses and the market in the area.

We have tried to come up with a solution that is fair to the business community. | don’t
have THE answer, and | don’t know if anyone does, but as the Assessor | can only address
the impact of economics on assessments. | drive through this area daily, and something is
not working. There are boarded-up buildings, graffiti, trash everywhere, and empty lots
where structures used to stand. Those owners who are trying to be a proactive part of the
solution are getting no help or relief. Many have just given up trying to rebuild and to get
other businesses to move into the empty buildings.

For 2025 payable 2026, my Board, with the help of some of the owners in this area, decided
that taking the land value back to 2024 would offer relief. We also decided to keep these
land values the same for 2026 payable 2027, which should help. We concentrated on the
area from 2" Street south on Walnut, College and Madison to Hillside. This addresses most
of the appeals that we had this year.

This letter serves as an explanation for the new Form 134 you have just received. If you have
any questions, or helpful input, please call me. | hope this dives you some relief, but at
most it’s a Band-Aid. Working together, | hope in time we might be able to find a more
comprehensive solution that is both fair and compassionate for everyone.

Sincerely yours,
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Judith A. Sharp

Monroe County Assessor

Level lll Certified Indiana Assessor/Appraiser
812-349-2703



