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Everyone has the right to a standard of living adequate for the 
health and well-being of himself [/herself] and of his [/her] 
family, including food, clothing, housing and medical care and 
necessary social services . . .   . 

- The United Nations, Universal Declaration of Human Rights, Article 25 
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Indiana General Assembly has kept that wage floor pressed to the federal minimum.  As a 
consequence, residents in Bloomington and all over the state are struggling to meet basic 
needs.  

Indeed, Indiana makes it impossible for a person making minimum wage to be self-
sufficient without relying on any type of government subsidy.  Compounding the problem is 
that many minimum wage jobs do not offer full-time work, requiring workers to balance 
multiple jobs and schedules. In Monroe County, adults making the minimum wage of 
$7.25/hour would have to work the following hours to make ends meet: 

137 HOURS/WEEK 
The hours a single parent with a preschooler and a school-aged child 
would have to work (averaged out, this provides about 4 hours of 
sleep/night, likely less given the needs of children)   

77 HOURS, 48 MINUTES/WEEK 
What two parents with a preschooler and a school-aged child would EACH 
have to work.13 

13 Indiana Institute for Working Families, What it Really Takes to be Self-Sufficient in Monroe County, Indiana, 
Self-Sufficiency Fact Sheet, http://www.incap.org/iiwf/self-
sufficiency/documents/SSSCountyFactSheet_Monroe.pdf 

I just divorced and I am just barely making ends meet. I am away from my little boy 
because of the hours I have to work. 

- ALC Survey Respondent

We really need to look at employment issues.  We can get $10 an hour at White Castle 
and just $12.43 for a skilled positon.  Is it worth the effort to better ourselves? 

- Thriving Connections Participant
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VOICES 

Bloomington Transit should expand to operate until 10:00 pm and on Sunday. Right now, if you 
work late hours or on Sunday, it is real tough to find transportation. Cabs are too expensive, so 
many people wind up patching together solutions like paying someone to take you to work.  

- Thriving Connections Participant

*** 

In many cases, lack of transportation or funds for public transportation become one of the 
greatest barriers to our clients gaining employment and attending our services. In order to help 
ameliorate this barrier, Amethyst, like countless other agencies, obtains bus passes to give our 
clients. However, this is an expensive and unsustainable way to address the transportation 
needs of our clients when we have passes available. As a community, we can better serve low-
income residents by providing a more sustainable, affordable alternative to bus access as well as 
increased hours for those work night and early morning shifts. In addition, the lack of Sunday 
public transportation denies many individuals the ability to work this day, as well as the 
opportunity to attend community or religious gatherings. While you move forward with plans 
for the city, I encourage you to take these needs into account and consider the many voices who 
may not have been represented in the planning meetings and online survey. Affordable, reliable, 
and accessible public transportation is critical to many in our community as they work to sustain 
employment, fulfill basic needs, gain access to social services, and engage in our community.  

To begin with, we are granted a certain number of bus tickets for each case manager. This means 
that our residents are extremely limited to the number of bus tickets they are given, and we are 
not always around to provide them. Because of the high demand, we run out fairly quickly, and 
need to wait until we are given the next batch. If given the opportunity, I know many individuals 
who do not have the means to gain access to transportation easily would benefit from more 
affordable bus fares, or more frequent pass availability. This would not only encourage our 
residents to go out and do things independently, but it would also be a tremendous help for 
when case managers are unavailable to take them to doctor appointments, or other various 
places they may need to go.  

- Responses from two social services agencies to Wikimap comments solicited by
Planning in development of the draft Transportation Plan
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A comprehensive analysis and assessment of all the transportation needs of low-income 
residents is beyond the scope of this report. However, through community discussions a 
few recommendations for improvement have emerged.  

RECOMMENDATIONS 

1. While Bloomington Transit is engaged in a transit optimization study, the City
should explore ways that it might partner with BT to strengthen their efforts. This
partnership might include direct financial contributions, and pooling expertise and
other resources.  The County should also join this effort to strengthen BT.

2. Additionally, both the City and the County should continue to help advocate for
Senator Mark Stoops (Dist. 40) proposal to allow counties to impose an additional
local income tax rate to fund the operations of a public transportation corporation
and the operations of a rural transportation assistance program.

3. While Bloomington has the lowest ridership cost per customer of any major Indiana
city, expanded Saturday night and Sunday service to all areas of the City would
significantly assist a number of low-income residents who work late nights and on
the weekend.

4. Bloomington Transit should work with community partners to explore expanding
free bus passes to low-income residents.
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